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Inform
Improving 
documentation, sharing 
and monitoring 

Open
Democratising the 
information ecosystem 

Debate
Promoting, informing  
and enriching the global 
debate and practice 
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The Land Portal works to enable an open, 
inclusive and democratic land information 
ecosystem to help decision making at all levels



Trend #1: SDGs generated 
momentum

● Numerous initiatives 
monitor the SDGs. 

● SDG data collection driven 
by custodian agencies  

● Civil society advocacy & 
data collection 
complements monitoring 
efforts. 

● SDG Land Momentum 
Group, PrIndex, GLII, 
LandEx, Cadasta Foundation 
play an important role.

Land Information 
is a core element 
for achieving 
sustainable 
development in 
any jurisdiction.
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Trend #2: Land data 
remains in silos

● Data remains fragmented, 
incomplete, closed, and 
inaccessible.

● Institutions produce 
information in silos.

● Lack of a standardized 
approach to information 
management makes data 
inaccessible.

● Discussions remain 
uncoordinated & exclude 
important voices.
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Trend #3: data should serve 
a purpose

Open data should serve a purpose!
● First Wave: Freedom of 

Information laws.
● Second Wave: open by default.
● Third Wave: unleash data for 

the public good.



Trend #4: Whose data?

The historical power dynamics of land 
are intertwined with power dynamics of 
data.

● The conversation is shifting to data 
sovereignty, privacy, equity data 
ethics.  

● Data ethics evaluates data practices 
that have the potential to adversely 
impact people and society

● Ned to include new voices in the 
debate around data
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Open Up Guide Initiative
Madagascar

Senegal

National Country 

Assessments (SOLI)
Malawi, Botswana, 

Zambia, Namibia,  Kenya, 

Tanzania, South Sudan, South 

Africa, Gambia, Ghana, 

Mozambique.., ….          
Global Review 
State of Open Data - Land Ownership

GDB/LP Land Data Index 
Open land data assessed in 100 + 

Countries

Land Tenure

Land Use

Gender and Use of Data

Global Land Projects Database
Partnership to migrate and revamp global database of 

land governance projects

Tracking 

the State of 

Land 

Information

Key Partnerships
Data 4 Development

Open Data Charter 

Global Data Barometer

Global Donor Working Group

The Land Portal Data Approach



What does the SOLIndex
tell us?

● How open is land information in a 
country? 

● What are a country capabilities in 
opening up data? 

● What are the low-obstacle action items to 
open up land data in a given Country ?

Join us Thursday 4 May | 8:00- 9:30 AM

Conference Room 10 to learn more!



QUESTIONS + COMMENTS
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