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INTRODUCTION

The key messages are based on field
experience and literature review

They are a quick reference for:

Y q WOMEN, LAND AND PEACE
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in fragile and conflict-affected contexts
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For developing programmes or
mainstreaming women’s HLP
issues into broader interventions

OVERVIEW

Introduction

* 1. Why it is important to protect women’s housing, land and property rights
in fragile and conflict-affected contexts

* 2. How to increase the recognition and protection of women’s HLP rights
» Case study: Displaced Syrian women by NRC

* 3. How to empower and increase women’s participation in processes
related to land management and housing, land and property rights
» Case study: Sudan, by FAO

* 4. The humanitarian-development-peace nexus

» The Tunisian experience, by the Ministry of State Property and Land Affairs
» Women's inheritance rights in Tunisia & Egypt, by Beena Foundation
» The Afghanistan’s experience, by UN-Habitat

Why it is important
to increase women’s housing, land and property rights
in fragile and conflict-affected contexts




SESSION 1 - Why it is important to increase wo

land and property rights in fragile and conflict-affected €

» Women play a key role in preventing and resolving conflicts and
building and sustaining peace: they act as ‘peace agents’

Securing HLP rights enables women to feel safe in their communities and
empowers them to actively participate into decision-making, peace
negotiations, peacebuilding actions

» Protecting women’s and men’s HLP rights has a stabilizing effect on
the societies

Securing HLP rights helps mitigating the risk of violent conflicts flaring up.
It enables the realisation of other human rights, increases agricultural
production and food security, and helps societies move from
humanitarian vulnerability towards recovery and self-reliance.

Protection of HLP rights is a key component of the social pact between
the citizens and the state, it strengthens the relationship between people
and institutions, important factor for peacebuilding.

How to increase the recognition and protection
of women’s housing, land and property rights in fragile and conflict-
affected contexts

SESSION 1 - Why it is important to increase wo

land and property rights in fragile and conflict-affected €

Overall protection of women: When women’s housing, land and property
rights are protected...

...their vulnerabilities are reduced.
....they are a step closer to realizing their
right to equality.

..the power relations within the
household are rebalanced.

...their autonomy and self-determination
increases.

..they are better capable to provide for
themselves and their families and to cope
with the social and economic impacts of
conflict.

...the factors that force them to take up
risky behaviours or adopt negative coping
mechanisms are reduced.

women’s housing, land and property rights in fragile and

To protect women’s HLP rights, it has proven effective to:

» Assess and identify which tenure options are most suitable - time, scale, cost,
sustainability, capacity and acceptance by local actors — what can benefit a greater
number of women in the shortest time while simultaneously working on more
suitable medium-term options.

» Remove legal and administrative blockages that prevent displaced women
(and men) from using, renting or owning houses, land and properties.

» Promote the use and broker the recording of clear and fair housing, land
and property agreements.

» Advocate for and support the (re)issuing of civil documentation which are
often needed to formalise marital and family relationship and housing, land
and property rights.

» Support the retrieval and re-issuing of HLP documents to facilitate durable
solutions and in preparation for return, reintegration, restitution or
compensation processes.




SESSION 2 - HOW to increase the recogn

women’s housing, land and property rights in fragi

» Establish information and support centres and complaint mechanisms at the

grassroots level to help women identify and access suitable HLP options.

» Provide legal counselling and assistance on HLP rights, civil documentation

and other matters of priority. Explore the use of collaborative dispute
resolution mechanisms and techniques to resolve HLP disputes.

» Ensure that women are empowered to participate and lead land-related

processes — such as land and return commissions, etc.

» Collect and analyse gender disaggregated data.

» Identify common properties and resources such as water, trees (for fuel,

food, and medicine) etc. Ensure that women’s access and use of these are
protected and that women are meaningfully included in their management.

» Mitigate the risk of threats of violence to women asserting their HLP rights.
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SESSION 2 - HOW to increase the recogn

women’s housing, land and property rights in fragi

mssmm EXxample — Displaced Syrian women’s HLP rights: challenges
and opportunities
presented by

Laura Cunial — Syria Crisis, Information, Counselling & Legal
Assistance (ICLA) Research Adviser, Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC)

Shereen Al Abdallah — Durable Solutions Officer, Syria, Norwegian
Refugee Council (NRC)
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AT REGIONAL LEVEL: ONGOING INITIATIVES
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These initiatives are supported by:
[P [-E B

NORWEGIAN M
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SESSION 3 - How to empower and inc

in processes related to land management and

The protection of women’s HLP rights is an essential condition to ensure
women’s empowerment and participation in peace actions.

J-% We must ensure that women are empowered to participate and lead
discussions related to land management and HLP rights:

S

* Negotiation and mediation efforts related to access to, use of and
control over land and land related resources

* Land dispute resolution processes
* Land commissions
* Return and restitution commissions

» Definition of land and HLP-related provision in peace agreements
and other relevant frameworks.

This prepares the ground for women’s involvement in broader land and HLP
discussions during the recovery and reconstruction phase.
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SESSION 3
How to empower and increase women’s
participation in processes related to land

management and housing, land and property rights

SESSION 3 - How to empower and inc

in processes related to land management and

To promote women’s empowerment in fragile and conflict-affected contexts:

>

»

Raise women’s awareness and understanding of HLP issues.

Support the inclusion of women in reconstruction and rehabilitation
processes.

Strengthen and develop the capacities of women’s associations to
participate in land-related processes.

Make women'’s participation a requirement.
Collect and analyse gender disaggregated data on land administration
processes, land use patterns, issues faced by women in accessing land and

other land-related dynamics to guide reforms and decision making.

Support women’s employment in land administration and in the different
aspects of land management.
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SESSION 2 - HOW to increase the recc

women’s housing, land and property rights in

=mm Example — How to increase recognition and protection of
women’s HLP and how to empower women'’s participation in
land & HLP management presented by

Abdirahman Issack - Chief Technical Officer, FAO Sudan

Brief
background
/context of

the project

of the United Nations
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HLP SUB - SECTOR SUDAN

Presentation on How to increase recognition and protection of
women’s HLP and How to empower women’s participation in land

management and HLP?

OAbout 98% of agricultural land in Darfur region is under the
customary land tenure system which is not legally recognized under
the current Constitution of Sudan.

OThese rights are unregistered and right holders are recognized
through the native administration who govern the area where the
parcel of land is located.

ONative administration leaders are predominantly men with
patriarchal perceptions that often undermine women’s land rights.

QThey are also responsible for allocation of land although this
authority is not granted or recognised by any formal institution.

OAgricultural land is generally allocated to men to the exclusion of
women who are expected to access land through their husbands.

OLegislation on land tenure does not distinguish between men and
women’s right to land neither does it explicitly determine that they
have equal land rights.

Quitimately, women are excluded from land ownership under
customary institutions/practices and have inadequate protection
under the formal statutory system.
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Key
Outcomes/

Achievements

QFAO implemented EU funded project in 20 localities and five return sites
in Darfur region which facilitated the registration of agricultural land. The
project aimed at providing security of tenure to rights holders to enable
them to enjoy their HLP rights and increase productivity.

QFAO ensured gender inclusion throughout the land registration process
by incorporating the following steps;
=Required both husband and spouse to be present to declare intent to
register land to the native administration as well as the Agricultural
office.
=Inclusion of husband and spouse in formal registration documents.

OThe project ensured women’'s representation in different land
coordination  structures which positively changed the communities
perspective on women’s role in land registration. Women were represented
as below;

=15% representation in State Technical Team of 60 members.

=25% representation in 20 Locality Action Groups of 200 members

=30% representation in 21 verification bodies of 210 members

OFollowing the exercise, 114 female headed households initiated formal
registration of agricultural land in (Urukum, Haraza, Edelim and Kobei
return sites of Central, South, Eastand North Darfur states).

OTo date a total of 324 households have completed Dispute Free Forms
(DFFs) - the first stage of formal agricultural land registration.

0200 women headed households in the four return sites additionally
benefited from food security related support including; 16 water pumps,
300 knapsacks sprayers, 2 oil pressing machines, 1 grain mill grinding
machine, 3 electric generators




Recommendations for future
implementation

= Legal reform to incorporate
explicit gender considerations
on land rights

= Promote the inclusion of
women in customary
institutions decision making
process.

= Inclusion of gender issues in
academic curriculum to combat
lack of awareness and
empower women
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SESSION 4 - Women’s housing land and pro

prevention and recovery: the humanitarian-devel

With a long-term perspective towards durable conflict prevention and

@ recovery strategies, laws and practices should be analysed and
reviewed to ensure that they protect and advance women'’s housing,
land and property rights. Particular areas of focus includes:

= The revision of gender-discriminatory inheritance and personal laws;

= The promotion of the registration of written marital contracts containing
information on land and property regimes;

= The removal of the impediments keeping women from accessing land
administration services, financial facilities and mechanisms, systems for land
improvement and exploitation, and land disputes resolution mechanisms

= The reform of the legal and administrative systems with a gender-sensitive
lens.
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SESSION 4
Women'’s housing land and property rights for
conflict prevention and recovery:
the humanitarian-development-peace nexus

SESSION 4 - Women’s housing land and pre
prevention and recovery: the humanitarian-devel

To achieve change in such areas of focus, key activities recommended include:

@ Advocate and raise awareness on women'’s HLP rights

Protect women'’s housing, land and property rights at the time of
marriage

@ Protect women'’s inheritance rights
el

/@ Strengthen women’s rights to land, housing and resources
000

%@’W Provide practical support for women and women groups




SESSION 4 - Women’s housing land and property SESSION 4 - Women’s housing land and property

prevention and recovery: the humanitarian-developmei prevention and recovery: the humanitarian-developmei

mmmm Example 1 - Women, land and security. The Tunisian
experience
presented by
Ms. Najwa Ben Kamla - Director in the Investment Unit and Special
Representative in the Council of Peers at the Ministry of State
Property and Land Affairs, Tunisia

Increase women'’s access to justice and dispute-resolution
mechanisms

Improve land administration and women'’s access to credit . .
p =mmm EXample 2 - Women's access to land towards an inheritance

revolt. The case of post-revolutionary Tunisia and Egypt
Project

presented by

Rasha Emad EI-Din - Executive Director, BEENA Foundation, Egypt

Reform constitutions, policies and laws in a gender-responsive
way

Example 3 — Contributions to women empowerment and
increased access to land and property rights for women in
Afghanistan

presented by

Anthony Lamba - Chief of Party, City for All Programme, UN-Habitat
——

Learn to work in contexts with multiple legal systems —
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Women, Land and Security - the Tunisian experience
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Women's Access to Land
Towards an Inheritance Revolt. The case of post-revolutionary
Tunisia and Egypt Project




INTRODUCTION NA Project Objectives

Women Land Right in Egypt Our project is mainly based on building the
capacity of women in the village of Al-Jahdam in

According to prevailing traditions in society, \ Assiut governf)rate, inside Upper ngpt, with

Egyptian women suffer from deprivation of regard to thent knowledge of .mh.entance [

inheritance. When a woman obtains her legal " 2 and how to claim and take th.elr right and open

rights to inheritance, she becomes the talk of the e A > . & pth v for EERIElE em.pow.erment,

hour in the villages and hamlets. R bs 3 \ i . which will improve their financial situation and

| i support their ability to claim their right.

Males seize land/property from their sisters, in

what is known as “RADWA”. In many cases, the

reason for withholding the inheritance from the

women is the “father” himself, who relinquish his

property to his male children. Even the wife, who

shared her life with him, may not receive a share of

the inheritance after the death of the husband.
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Project Impacts

As a result, women gained knowledge of
inheritance laws inside Egypt, the legal ways
and paths that must be followed when claiming
the right to inheritance, come up with ideas and
proposals for projects that enable them to
improve their economic situation and network
among themselves to implement these
projects, which will positively affect their lives
and their ability to make decisions. .
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women in Afghanistan

» Participatory approaches to
land administration services

* Policy and regulatory reforms
including improvements in land
administration system

WEBINAR: WOMEN, LAND & PEACE, 16 Feb. 2022
City for All, Afghanistan

City for All Program (2016-2021)

Contributions to women empowerment and
increased access to land and property rights for

oyl 9193-\ JIee]
aom Slp g
City for All
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Innovative approaches to land
administration in Afghanistan

= Gozar Assemblies with female
officials

= Occupancy certificates issued to
women as joint occupants or
female heads of households

43 WEBINAR: WOMEN, LAND & PEACE, 16 Feb. 2022
City for All, Afghanistan

43

Women'’s HLP rights for conflict prevention and
recovery (HDP nexus)

1. Participatory approaches to land
administration services

= Survey, verification and dispute
resolution conducted by GAs;
registration and certification by Land
Authority district level offices
accessible by women
= Procedures for occupancy tenure
are accepted, scalable, sustainable
and cost-effective .
= Household occupancy data is easily
available and disaggregated by
gender
= Women participate in survey
exercise, and have access to
verification and dispute resolution
(also as members of GAs)

WEBINAR: WOMEN, LAND & PEACE, 16 Feb. 2022
City for All, Afghanistan
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Women’s HLP rights for conflict prevention and
recovery (HDP nexus)

2. Policy and regulatory
reforms including
improvements in LA system

= New survey and registration
procedures recognise new
“occupancy” tenure

= Parcels registered jointly and
occupancy certificates issued in
husband and wife’s names

= Women registered as sole claimants
for female-headed households

= New regulation requires verification
of survey data as well as resolution
of claims/disputes before
registration

WEBINAR: WOMEN, LAND & PEACE, 16 Feb. 2022
City for All, Afghanistan
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Findings

Overall Female-headed HHs %) 1 e
Lt THANK YOU!
No. of properties reg’'d 837,420 No. of properties reg'd 43,615 .
5 E&nﬂfﬁv For more information, visit:
* Formal 15% * Formal 30% g‘ ununhabiiatorg
www.gltn.ne
= Customary 49% = Customary 46% www.globalprotectioncluster.org
= Undocumented 35% = Undocumented 21% 11 smcons WWW.Nrc.no
= Exec. decree 1% = Exec. decree 3% e www.unhcr.org

ﬁaéﬁ Or get in touch with:
unhabitat-gltn@un.org or gpc@unhcr.org
16 PEACE, JUSTICE
ANDSTRONG
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